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Life Is a Dream (La vida es sueño) is a Spanish-language verse drama by Pedro 
Calderón de la Barca. First published in 1636, the story focuses on the fictional 
Sigismund, Prince of Poland, who has been imprisoned in a tower by his father, King 
Basilius, following a dire prophecy that the prince would bring disaster to the country 
and death to the King. Basilius briefly frees Sigismund and allows him to take his 
rightful place at court, but when the prince kills a servant and attempts to rape a lady-
in-waiting, the king imprisons him again, persuading him that it was all a dream. But 
Sigismund is later freed again to lead a rebellion against his father. 

The play is a philosophical allegory regarding the human situation and the mystery of 
life, it's central themes are the conflict between free will and fate, as well as 
restoring one's honor. Other themes include dreams  vs. reality and the conflict 
between father and son. The play has been described as "the supreme example of 
Spanish Golden Age drama" 
(Summary by Alan Mapstone) 

Read by Librivox volunteers .  Total running time: 02:58:20 

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, 
or modified without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit 
librivox.org.
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https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q5949475

